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May 1998 CALFED ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROPOSAL SOLICITATION

Amount of funding requesled: $ 3,436,500 for    t __ years

~ndicate the Topic for which you are applying (check only one box). Note "that this is an impo~ant declsion:
see page __ of the Proposal Solicitation Package for more information

t~ Floodplain and Habitat Restoratmn [] Gravel Restoration
~ Fish Harvest [] Species Life History Studies
[] Watershed PlaxmingJlmplementation [] Education
[] Fish Screen Evaluations - Alternatives and Biological Priorities

Indicate the geogra!~hic area of your I~roposal (ckeck only ~ne box):

tx Delta cl East Side Delta Tributary:
~ S~is~n Maxsh and Bay n San Joaquin Tributm-v

c~ Landscape (entire Bay-Delta watershed) oNorth Bay:

n San ]oaquin and East-side Delta tributaries fall-run chinook salmon

bligratory birds
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COVER SHEET (PAGE 2 of 2)

May 1998 CALFED ECOSYSTEM R~STORATION PROPOSAL SOLICITATION

Indicate the type of applicant (check on[y one box):
State agency :~ Federal agency

Public,,Non-prot]t io[nt venture c~ Non-profit
Local gevermnent!distric’~ o Private pa~y
University o Other:

Indicate the type of project (cheek only one Box):
Pl~ing ¯ Implemanmtion
Monitoring ~ Education
Rese~ch

By signing below, Me applicant decl.ams ~e [’allowing:

(1) the truthfulness of alI relaresentations in their proposa!;

(2) the individual signing the form is entitled to submit the applicatinn oa behalf of tb_e applicant (if
applicant is an entity or organization); and

(3) the person submitting the application has read and understood the conflict o f interest and confidentiality
discussion in the PSP (Section II.K) and waives any and all rights to privacy and confidentiality ogthe
proposal on behalf of the applicant, to the extent as provided in the Section,

(Signature of Applicant)
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H. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
a. Project Title: Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge Land Acquisition - Acquisition of Two
Key Properties within the Refuge Project Boundary

Applicant Name: U.S Fish and WildI.ife Service

b. Project Description and Primary. Biologlcal/Ecologlcal Objectives
Project Descrtption: This proposal requests $3,436,500 to acquire fee title interest in two
properties (called Property #1 and Property #2 in this funding proposal), totaling 658 acres
located in the core of the Stone Lakes National Wi!.dlife Refuge (NNVR.) project boundary in
Sacramento County’. The owners of both properties are willing sellers who have requested
appraisals by the U.S Fish & Wildlife Service (Service) and are keen to work with the Service on
fee title acquisition, Both properties offer outstanding potential for floodplain management and
wildlife habitat restoration and enhancement. Each is adjacent to land that is already owned and
managed by the S ervlce as par~ of Stone Lakes NWR. The properties are strategically located
within the Sacramento/San Joaquin River Delta and the Cosumnes/Mekelumne Privets Basin.
7hose properties are extremely hsgh priority acquisitions. There is intense pressure to convert
land in the Stone Lakes Basin to vineyards, ,,,~hicb offer little habitat for wildlife. There is a high
likelihood that these properties ~vill be sold to others if the Service is not able to act quickly.

Primary BiologTcab’Ecologieal Objectives: Acquisition &the two properties will contribute to
Stone Lakes NVC!I. goals by protecting, restoring, and expanding tidal and seasonal wetlands,
lakes, riparian corridors, and upland habitats m benefit native fish, migratory birds, and numerous
special-status plant and wiIdlife species, such as the Delta smelt, Sacramento sptittail, valley
eIderberry longhorn beetle, giant garter snake, western pond turtle, bald eagle, and Swalnson’s
hawk It will prevent a potemiaI conversion to vineyards ~Property # 1 ) and allow habitat
restoratiou of existing vineyard land (Property #2}. Restoring the historic configuration of South
Stone Lake will expand the Beach~Stone Lakes Basin floe@lain and increase flood storage
capacity These two strategically-located proposed acquisitions complement CALFED’s mission
of restoring ecological health in the northern reaches of the Delta. Each suppose CALFED’s
objeoaves of providing good water quality for beneficial uses and improving/increasing aquatic
and terrestrial habitats and improving ecological functions [n the Bay-Delta.

c. Approach!Tasks/Schedule
Both landowners would like to sell fee title interest in their entire property in a single transaction.
The amount requested in this proposal represents fair market value for the properties as supported
by comparable sales data. AppraisaIs for the two properties should be completed by September;
off~ers will be made to the landowners within 60 days. Once the Service and the owners reach an
agreement, the Saeramet~to Realty Office ~taff anticipates that closure can be completed within 60
days of receiving a signed offer, or by early 1999.

d, Justification for Project and Funding by CALFED
Acquisition of these two properties can heip improve the health of the Bay-Delta ecosystem and
the Cosumnes~4_okeIumne Rivers floodplain, will benefit several high risk species and habitats,
and will yield broad ecosystem benefits. The properties offer restoration potentiaI for many
species at risk, including the Delta Smelt. Sacramenm spbttail, Swainson’s hawk, bald eagle,
American peregrine falcon, Aleutian Canada goose, giant garter snake, valley elderher~ longhorn
beetle, western pond turtle, California hibiscus, vernal pool species, such as the tadpole fairy
shrimp, and many neotropical migratory songbirds. South Stone Lake, Snodgrass Slough, and
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other perennial waters sources offer ideal reintroduction sites for Sacramento perch, Tidally°
influenced areas currently support Delta smelt and Sacrcmentn splittail and can be expanded.

e. Budget Costs and Third Party Impacts
The Service is requesting $3,436,500 to fully acquire both properties. Anticipated third party
impacts tG the local tax base by withdrawal of ~hese [ands will be off-set by the Refuge Revenue
Sharing Act: payments in lieu of taxes will be reimbursed to the communities annually.

f. Applicant Qualifications
Sacramento Realr~ Office: The Service currently manages over 670 square miles of habitat within
the National Wildlife Refiagc system in California. The Service has an ongoing land acquisition
program for 16 refiages and wildlife management areas within the Central Valley and San
Francisco Bay Delta. The Sacramento Realty Ogice’s staffer eight, which has over 150 years of
combined experience in appraisal and realty support, wil! coordinate the acquisition process.

Stone Lakas National Wtldhfe Ref!*ge (NWR) Staff Following acquisition, the Stone Lz&es NWR
staff will coordinate restoration work with Ducks Unlimited, which has a long track r~cord of
habitat restoration projects. The Stone Lakes NWR staffcurrently manages nearly 1,000 acres of
Service-owned land within the Refuge project area. The Refuge is also pt, rsuing cooperative
agreements with a number of State and local agencies for 5,200 acres of non-Service lands within
the boundary The Service has expended $3.5 million of Federal, State, and private funds to
acquire lands from four willing sellers and has obtained over $l million for the restoration,
enhancement, mad management of Renege Iands

g. Monitoring and Data Evaluation
This project will be tracked through the Ser~dce’s Sacramento Realty Office from initiation
through purchase Stone Lakes NWR will provide biological support for the acquisition process
and oversee all restoration and management

h. Local Support and cost sharing
The Stone Lakes NWR land protection program has won support from many legislators, public
officials, agencies, non-profit organizations, businesses, and constituency groups. Funds for
Refuge land acquisition projects are also being sought from the Land and Water Conservation
Fund and other sources Land transfers are pending from two state agencies.

Compatibility with CALFED objectives
This project is consistnnt wish CALFED’S Ecosystem Restoration Proeram Plan objectives,
compiles with relevant laws and regulations, including N’EPA/CEQA, will not prejudice
CALFED’s long term program, and involves only willing sellers

Coordination with Other Programs
Acquisition and subsequent restoratinn of these two properties supports the goals and objectives
of the Recovery Plan tbr Saeramemo, San Joaqum Native Fishes, the Service’s Central Valley San
Francisco Bay Ecoreginn Plan, Con[rat Valley Habitat Joint Venture, USFWS Concept Plan for
Waterfowl Wintering Habitat Preservation, Aleutian Canada Goose Recovery Plan, North
American WatecfowI Management Plan, and the goals of Stone Lakes NV~R.
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IlL TITLE PAGE
a. Title of Project: Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge Land Acquisition -- Purchase of Two
Key Pro9erzies

~, Applicant Information
Howard K Stark, Chief Thomas E Harvey. Project Leader
U.S. Fish and Wiidlife Service US Fish and Wildlife Service
Sacramento Realty Field Office Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge
2233 Watt Avenue, Suite 3’75 2233 Watt Avenue, Suite 375
Sacramento, CA 95825 Sacramento. CA 95825
Phone: (916) 979-2085 Phone: (916) 979-2085
Fax:    (916) 979-Z(~92 Fax: (916) 979-2092

�. Type of Organization and Tax Status
Public--Federal Government, tax exempt

d. Tax Identification Number
Not applicable

e. Partieipa~ttstCollaborators in lmptementatio~
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Trust for Public Land
2233 Watt Avenue, Suite 375 1 I6 New Montgomery. Third Floor
Sacramento, CA 95825 San Francisco, CA 94105
Phone: (916) 979-2085 Phone: (415) 495-5660
Fax: (916) 979-2092 Fax:    (415) 495-0541
Contacts: Howard K Stark, RealH ChiefContact: Mike Reeves, Field Representative
Thomas E Harvey, Project Leader

LandownerfProperty # 1 Landowner, Property #2
Elk Grove, California Elk Grove, California

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser~Sce’s (Service) Sacramento Realty Office will be the lead contact
for acquisition of the two properties, The Service is currently coordinating acquisition with the
owners of each property. The Service is supported in this effort by the Trust for Public Lend,
which has agreed to assist by obtaining willing seller option agreements or purchasing and holding
properties until sufficient funds are available for acquisition by the Service.

Upon acquisition, the Service will apply for restoration grants from a variety of sources, such as
the North American Wetlands Conservation CounciI, Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation
Fund, lntermodal SurtZace Transportation Efficiency Act. Wildlife Conservation Board, Central
Valley Project Improvement Act, the Packard Four, dotings, and others
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IV. Project Description
a. Project Description and Approach
dpproach: This proposal requests $3,436,500 to acquire two private properties totaling 658 acres
located within the Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta and the Cosumnes/Mokelumne Rivers
floodplain. The landowners are willing sellers who have been coordinating with the Service’s
Sacramento Realty O~ce for several months. This o~fice will coordinate all acquisition activities.
Upon purchase, both properties will be restored and managed by the Service’s Stone Lakes
NWR.

Presently, the Service is appraising ~ve properties within the Stone Lakes NWR project area.
This request for funds is to acquire the two highest priurky properties which are both located
adjacent to South Stone Lake -- Property #1, located on Lambert Road, and Property #2, located
on Hood-Franklin Road. These two properties clearly meet many of CALFED’s objectives and
funding g~f~deIines; moreover, it is crucial that funding sources for these two prepenies be secured
immediately. Both landowners are ready to sell. Property #1 is in imminent threat of being
converted to vineyards, which offer little-to-no habitat value for wildlife. Property #2 is already a
vineyard; it will remain so if sold to agricultural interests, but the grapes would be removed
following acquisition by the Service Other funding sources are being sought to purchase the
remaining three properdes.

Features of Prooerty #1 -- $19 million
Vital location: The farm is located in the hear~ of the Stone Lakes NWR project area, withiu

the Delta and the Morrisort Creek and Cosumnes,~Mokelumne Rivers watersheds. It receives tidal
influence from South Stone Lake, via Snodgrass Slough and the Sacramente Drainage Canal It is
located adjacent to a property already owned by the Service, the 305-acre Ludi Gun Club. It is
also adjacent to the alignment of the proposed isolated water transfer facility being considered as
an alternative of the CALFED Bay-Delta program.

Winter flooding: The area already floods frequently in the winter due to failure or overtopping
o fits levees, underscoring its potential restoration to tidal, permanent, and seasonal wetlands and
riparian forest. Fostering and assisting these natural processes will promote restoration of the
historical config~rution of South Stone Lake. Wetland restoration efforts can also contribute to
regional floodwater management in the Beach/Stone Lakes Basin.

Current use: This 555-acre farm supports irrigated pus’re.re and row crepe (corn, tomatoes,
wheat). It includes an active duck club with several wetland management units.

Habitats: The farm presently supports tidal perennial emergent wetlands, open water, and
riparian forest, including shaded riverine aquatic habitat, and grasslands These existing habitats
have excellent enhancement and restoration pot ential The riparian forest habitat is already
expanding eastward, a process that can be facilitated by breaching existing levees

Water delivery systems laplace: Water is readily available to enhance and restore habitats by
using an existing water delivery system and water control structures

Wildlife species. The area already supports resident and migratory wildlife, including many
species at risk, such as the Delta smelt, Sacramento splittail, Sacramento perch, Swainson’s hawk,
bald eagle, American peregrine falcon, Aleutian Canada goose, giant garter snake, western pond
turtle, valley elderberry longhorn beetle, California hibiscus, and neotropical migratory songbirds

Known archeological site: The farm includes at least one known Native American
archeological site, which was surveyed by the St~tte of California in the 1970s. Acquisition of the
property will protect this site Local tribal representatives have already visited this site and been
consulted by the Service.
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Potential for e*tvirottraental cducatiot~ and wildltfe-relat~d recreation." The 555-acre property
includes a small duck club and is adjacent to the Service-owned Lodi Gun Club. Together, the
two properties would cover nearly 900-acres, potentially large enough for wi]dlife-dependeet
recreation (hunting, fishing, wildlife observation, photography, and environmental education.)

Features of Prooer~y #2:~1.4 million
Vital location: The farm is located, in the heart of the Stone Lakes NWR project area, within

the Delta and the Morrison Creek and Cosumnes/Mekelumne Rivers floodplains It receives tidal
influence from South Stone Lake, via Snodgrass Slough and the Sacramento Drainage Canal. It
is lo~:ated adjacent to the 226-ante Agnversified property currently owned by the Refuge; the
resulting 323-acre management unit would have outstanding restoration potential. It is also
strategically located adjacent to the 1,567-anre North Stone Lake property, which lhe Service is
negotiating to manage with the Sacramento County Department of Parks and Recreation.

Winter flooding: The property commonly floods in the winter due te overtopping of its
levees, underscoring the potential to enhance and restore wetlands. Fostering and assisting these
natural processes will promote restoration of the historical con.figuration of South Stone Lake.
Wetland restoration efforts can also assis~ with regional floodwater management objectives.

Currem rise: This ll?3-acre farm is vineyard land with many improverrlants. The Service
intends to remove the vines over a ten-year period, upon ae.quN.tien. If the Service is unable to
acquire this property, it will undoubtedly be sold to another vineyard operation.

Habitctts: In addition to the vineyard, the property supports tidal emergent perennial wet!ands,
open water, and a riparian corridor, including shaded rivefine aquatic habitat. The entire property
kas e×ce!lent enhancement and restoration potential for seasonal w~tlands, riparian forest, and
grasslands.

Water delivery systems replace: Water is readily available to enhance and restore habitats
through an existiog ~vater delivery system and water control structures

Wtldlife species: ~he surrounding area already supports resident and migratory wiIdlife,
including many species at risk, such as the Sacramento splirtall, Swainson’s hawk, giant garter
snake, valley elderberry, longhorn beetle, western pond turtle, California hibiscus, and many
neotropical migratory songbirds.

Potential to offer environmental education: The proper~y includes a residence and orifice that
could be readily converted into an environmental education center. The Refuge currently has no
public use facilities, so the availability era facility to use for environmental education programs,
directly across the street From the North Stone Lake property, would be an additional asset.

b. Proposed Scope of Work: Property #1
Phase Scheahde for Completion Estimated Budget
Initial contact wkh landowner Completed
Appralsa[ completed August 1998 $11,000
Appraisal approved by federal standards September 1998
Option for purchase agreement October 1998
Title search October 1998 $4,000
Survey of property October 1998 $25,000
Escrow and closing December 1998 [see title search]
Recording of deed December 1998 [see tide search]
Purchase of property December 1998 $1,900,000

*Many of these actions will occur concurrently; therefore the actual timespan for completing the
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acquisition should take less than six months.

Are any of the aforementioned tasks separable? No. The landowner wants fi~ll acquisition

b. Proposed Scope of Work: Properly #2
Phase Schedule for Completion Estimated Budget
Initial c~mact with landowner Completed
AppraJsaI completed September 1998 $9,750
Appraisal approved by federal standards October 1998
OPtiOn for purchase agreement November i998
Title search November I998 $3,250
Survey of property November 1998 $25,000
Escrow and closing January 1999 [see title search]
Recording of deed Yanuary 1999 [see title search]
Purchase of property January 1999 $1,400,000

*Many of these actions wilI occur concurrenfly; therefore the actual tim~span for completing the
acquisition should take less than six months

A re ct~y of �he aforementzoned tasks separable ? No The landowner wants f~II acquisition.

c. Location and/or Geographic Boundaries of Project
Property #1: The 555-acre property is i~- the community of Elk Grove. It is located west of
Interstate 5, north of and bordered by Lambert Road, on the southeastern shore of South Stone
Lake. It is within the refuge project bounda~ and adjacent to the 305-acre Lodi Gun Club, which
is owned by Stone Lakes NWK (See map/Appendix A).

The legal description for the prope~y is: T 6 N, R 4 E, Sees 35 & 36 MDB & M.
/NE l¢’,1 Sec 35.

Property ~2: The 103-acre property is in the community of Elk Grove It is located west of
Interstate 5, south of and bordered by Hood-Franklin Road, and east of the SP Railroad. It
borders the 202-acre Agriveraified property, which is owned by the Service, and is directly across
the street from the 2,600-acre North Stone Lake propez~ry, which is owned by the Sacramento
County Department of Parks and Recreation, and is located within the Refuge proiect boundary.
(See map/Appendix A)

The legal description for the proper~y is: Parcel 1 and Parcel 2 of that certain parcel map entitIed
"Portion of Section 13, Township 6 North, Range 4 East, M D.M."

d. Expected Benefits
~escrimicn of Stressor: Physical [sotatinn nf Flo~dotain or Mar~hplain fdue to levee

,,~pectedbenefits: Acquisition of properties will allow for restoration involving the strategic
ptacement of water central stractures and breaches throogh existing levees to restore tidal and
seasonal wetlands and ripadan forest in the historic floodplain of South Stone Lake. Restored
wetlands would encumpass approximately 50-7(1 percent of the properties (329°460 acres); about
30 percent would be tidally-influenced In addition to seasonal wetlands, ~stored habitats will
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include mudflats, dparian forests and transition to perennial grasslands on upland areas These
habitats wi]I provide nesting and foraging habitat for a variety of shorebirds, waterfowI, Aleutian
Canada geese, aandhill cranes, Swainson’s hawks, and many neotropical migrants. Riparian
restorations would also improve habitat for aquatic species, such as Delta smelt and Sacramento
splitta~l

2 Channel Form Changes
Desermtion of Stressor: Loss of Existing Riparian Zone or Lack of Re~enerarion Potential
~uth Stone Lakes and the arms of the lake.]
Expected benefits: Acquisition wil! protect existing riparian areas and allow for the restoration of
riparian habitats along the existing levees and the expanded shoreline of South Stone Lake.
Seasonal wetland restoration efforts will result in increased food and cover for native fish and
wildlife and nesting cover for a variety of migratory and resident species
Secondary benefits: Riparian systems act as water fiIters in the floodplain and provide
groundwater recharge, bank stabilization, water pollution purification and erosion controb

3. Land Use
Descrintion of Stressor: Urbanizaticn rofwatershed dralnin~ to South Strne L~ke ]
Expected benefits: Acquisition by the Service and restoration of seasonal wetlands and perennial
grasslands would preclude any future conversion to more intensive urban use, agriculture, or
other negative land use changes along South Stone Lake.

Description of Stressor: Forestry and A~ricultural Practices [t~_at lead tO conversion c~f floodolain
to a~dcultural use.]
Expected benefits: Acquisition of Property #1 and restoration of permanent and seasona! wetlands
and perennial grasslands will improve wetland habitat diversity and water quality in South Stone
Lake, with increases in shaded riverine aquatic habitat (SPA). It will aIso provide nesting and
foraging habitat for a variety ofwildlife, specifically shorebirds, waterfowl, raptors, and
neotropical migrants. Acquisition would prevent conversion to grape vineyards.

Acquisition of Pmpeny #2 would allow for restoration of a variety of wetlands, associated
uplands, and $IL4.. The restoration effort would act as a showcase for the restoration of a
vineyard back to seasonN wetlands, riparian habitat, and grasslands

Potential lYenefits to Third Parties
Loca~ communities would benefit from the increased opportunities for wildlife-dependent
recreation and environmental education Restoration of wetlands and other aquatic habitats in
and around South Stone Lake will improve overall habitat conditions and ecological functions of
the Delta. The project, as part of the Stone Lakes I’,rWR, will serve as a model for reatoration
efforts and offer numerous public outreach epportunlfies

Both properties offer outstanding opportunities for environmental education and wildlife-
dependent recreation. Both are adjacent to properties currently owned by the Refuge, which will
substantially increased both the educational and recreational potential of all of the properties.
Property #2 includes a large ranch house and office that could be readily converted to an
environmental education center; this will fill a pressing need as, at the present time, the Refuge
has no punic faciIities whatsoever and may not have any type of indoor public facilities for many
years.
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Prrortty Habitats
¯ Tidal perennial aquatic (freshwater) habitat, wiII comprise 30 percent of restored wetlands
¯ Seasonal wetland and aquatic habitat
¯ Shaded riverine aquatic habitat
¯ North Delta agricultural wetlands and perermial graaslands

Prlor~ty Species

¯ Delta smelt (first tier) and Sacramento splittail (second tier) will benefit from aquatic
habitat restoration efforts in South Stone Lake and environs.

¯ Migrator3, birds within the waterfowl, shorebird, wading-bird, neotropical, and raptor
guilds. Wetland restorations will provide both migratory, wintering and breeding habitat for a
variety of migratory birds. Riparian restorations will provide habitat for neetropical migrants,
as well as raptora, such as the bald eagle and Swalnson’s hawk.

e. Background and EeologieaUBialogical/’rechnical Justification
Need for Project: These properties lie at the heart of the Stone Lakes NWR project area; they are
critical acquisitions because they include much of South Stone Lake (Property #1) and an arm of
the lake (Proper~y #2). Acquisition will allow the Service to meet Kefi~ge goals and CALFED
objectives by protecting, restoring and expanding South Stone Lake and the associated tidal and
seasonal wetlands, riparian corridors and perennial grasslands. This will restore the hisrorica[
configuration of South Stone Lake and increase flood storage capacity Acquisition will prevent
conversion to vineyards (Property #1) and allow restoration of an existing vineyard (Property #2).
Similar approaches to achieve comparable resuIts could include purchase of conservation
easements or fee title by another state, federal or private organization for protection But these
approaches would not afford the same level of protection and potential for restoration and long
term management as if the properties became part of a National Wildlife Refuge.

Project meets ERPP objectives:
Ecological Process Visions/Central Valley Stream Temperatures: !~[aintahr. improve, andrestore
water temperature regimes to meet the life-history needs of aquatic organisms. Page 47.
Habitat VislonsiSeasonal Wetlands: Restore and manage...and provids high-quality foragTng
atrd resting habitat for wintering waterfowl..._and shorebirds. Page 102               .
Habitat Vislons/Riparian and Riverine Aquatic Habitats: Restore riparian sc~tb, woodlanda~zd
forest habitat [along South Stone Lake]...Restored riparian habitat wouM provgde shaded
riverhte acptatic cover forJTsh species....and other wildlife [m South Stone Lake]. Page 106
Species and Species Group Visions/Species Type: Delta Smelt (P. 133), Splittail (p. 142),
Resident Fish Species (p. 170), Bay-Della A~atto Poodweb Organisms (P 178), Grant Garter
Snake a~M Weste~7~ Pond TttrtN (P 227), Swainson ’s Hawk (P 230), Shorebit’d at~d wading bird
Gudd (P. 255), N¢otropical.&ligt~ttoty Bird Gttild (P 26~), I’Yffley Elderberty Longhori’~ Beetle
(P. 266).
Vision for Reducing or Eliminating Stressor/Levees, Bridges, and Bank Protection:
[Restoration following acq~ttsition will].., reactivate.., processes...to maimaitt hydrologic
connectivity witbflo~dplain. (Page 281 )

Thtsproject s~tpports the objectives of the CVP[A in that it seeks to protect and restore fish and
wildlife habitat in the Delta. Protection and eventual restoration of these properties will
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contribute to the long term restoration of the Delta ecosystem as part of Stone Lakes NWR.
Further, the purchase will protect South Stone Lake, allow for the entire lake to be managed as a
unit, be restored to its historic configuration, and provide expanded and more reliable aquatic
habitat tbr fish and wildlife. The current status of the project is that the Service is working on
appraisals and coordinating closely with both landowners on appraisals of their properties.

f. fvlonitoring and Data Evaluation
The Service tracks all acquisitions proposals through an automated data base. the Land
Acquisition Priority System (LA~’S). It will be tracked by the Sacramento Realty Office through
all phases of the acquisition. Refuge staff will coordinate and monitor management and
restoration of the properties.

g. Implementability
Willing sellers: Properties #1 and 2 are each owned by willing sellers who wish to work w~th the
Service on acquisition.

Faa,orabte change m landuse: The proposed acquisition and subsequent restorations will
represent a favorable change in land use that can improve fisheries and w~tlands habitat, improve
water quality and help correct flooding problems in the Cosumnesi/Vfokelumne River floodplains,
Mordson Creek drainage, and the Sacramento/San .roaquin Delta.

Compliance with laws andregTdattons: For acquisition of the property, the Service will £olIow
standard procedures for acquisition and comply with the "Uniform Appraisal Standards for
Federal Land Acquisitions". The Service shall be responsible for all acquisition costs including,
appraisal costs, and reasonable and customary transfer costs For the restoration, the Service wiII
cooperate with Ducks Unlimited, and other Federal, State, and private partners in the design and
implementation of the project. Habitat restoration and enhancement may require preparation of
the following documents and permits: NEPA and CEQA document~.tion; Clean Water
Act/Section 404 permit; Endangered Species Act/Section 7 consultation; Streambed alteration
permits; National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) compliance; and Regional Water
Quality Control Board Certification.

Coordmatio!7 with otherprolects: The Service is pursuing several cooperative management
efforts for projects within the Stone Lakes NWR. project boundary that require close coordination
with other Federal, State and local agencies. The Service is currently working with the following
agencies to coordinate activities on and near the Refuge: Cosumnes River Preserve. The Nature
Conservancy, Sacramento County Department of Parks, Recreation, and Open Space,
Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District, Sacramento County Parks, Recreation, and
Open Space, California Department of Parks and Recreation, California Department of
Transportation, and the California Department of Water Resources. These acquisitions and
subsequent restorations will also contribute to the goals of many Federal, State, and local
programs and plazas They will also support and enhance ongoing community public outreach and
environmental education programs.

Local st~pport at~d outreach: The following agencies and organizations, which are located in
Sacramento or have field representatives in the area, support the Service’s land protection
program at Stnne Lakes N~VR.: Cosumnes River Preserve, Sacramento Open Space, Elk Grove
School District, Elk Grove Community Services District, Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge

9
I --008893

1-008893



Association, California Wateffiowl Assoeiatio~ Ducks Unlimited, National Audubon
Society/California Office, The Nature Conservancy, The Trust for Public Land, The Resources
Agency, California Department of Parks and Recreation, California Department offish and
Game, California Depat’~ment ~f Transportation, Califorada Department of Water Resources, The
Resources Agency, Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture, Riparian Habitat Jelnt Venture, US
Army Corps of Engineers, ~nd the US Bureau of Reclamation. The two landowners are willing
sellers. Please note the letters of supporl in Appendix B.

V. Costs and Schedule to Implement Proposed Project
a. Budget Costs: 5;4,436,500

Property Direct Appraisals Dir~c~ Sur~ey RelocatiGn Total Estimated

Full purchase
$14 million

Total project cost = Total Realty Costs + Est. Land Purchase Cost: $3,436,500

"Please note: This cost structure is based on $3,436,500 -- an estimate of current property values
and realty costs The actual sale price may need to be adjusted following completion of the
appraisals and option to purchase agreements.

Basis for C~LF£Dfut~ding: These acquisitions are located in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
and the Cosamnes~okeIumne Rivers floodplain. Protection of this habitat through acquisition
wiI1 meet several CALFED objectives and is consistent with CALFED’s ERPP for several species.
Acquisition of these properties will provide ideal shallow, tidal habitat for Delta smelt and
Sacramento spIittail -- values that can be enhanced through restoration. South Stone Lake,
Snodgrass Slough, and other perennial water sources can offer potential reintroduction sites for
Sacramento perch. Both propenles also offer existing wetland, ripariari forest, and grassland
habhats vital to m~gratory birds These benefits can be considerably expanded with enhancement

Fwtci availability a~d cost sharing: The two properties described in this application represent
two of five properties that willing sellers wish to sell to the Service within the Stone Lakes NWR
project area The Service estimates it will cost nearly $6 million to acquire al! five properties.
recent years, the Refi~ge has not been successful in receiving Congressionally appropriated funds
to assist with acquis6on. The Refuge staffis preparing funding requests for other grant-giving
organizations and agencies to assist with acquisition of all five properties; a request will be filed
with the Packard Foundation soon It is imperative that funds be secured immediately for these
acquisitions, asall fivelandewnershaveexpressedtheirwishtosdlsoon This application

10
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foauses on the two properties which are most vital to acquire and which also clearly support
CALFED’s mission

it should be noted that within the coming months, fee title interest in two other properties will be
transferred tn the Refuge by the California Departmem ef Transportation (I50 acres-Beach Lake
Mitigation Bank) and the California Department of Parks and Recreation (i,224 acres-North
Stone Lake). The value efthase lands should more than serve ~s a matching contribution for this
CALFED refuge land acquisition funding request.

b. Schedule Milestones
There is probably a one month difference between the properties in terms ~ftheir relative position
in the acquisition process. The milestones for each ate the same, when considered from the point
of view of Ions-term milestones. These milestones are the same as those as the "Scope of Work,"
described in Section IVb.

c. Third Party Impacts                                        .
The Service works only with willing sellers and the public was provided numerous opportunities
to provide input during the development of the final EIS for creation of the Stone Lakes N~,VR.
Anticipated third party impacts to the local tax base by withdrawal of private lands would be off-
set through the Refuge Revenue Sharing Act and appropriate payment in lieu of taxes would be
reimbursed to the communities annually.

VI. Applicant Qualifications
Sacramento Realty Office: The Service currently manages over 670 square miles of habitat within
the National Wildlife Refuge system in California. The Service has an ongoing land acquisition
program that covers ! 6 ~’efiages and wildlife management areas within the Central Valley and San
Francisco Bay Area. The Sacramento Realty Office’s staff of dight has over 150 years of
combined experience in the areas of reality, appraisal, and envirortmemal protection. The
Sacramento Realty Office, led by C1~iefHoward K. Stark, will coordinate acquisition of these
properties.

Biosketch: Mr. Howard K Stark
¯ Multi-disciplinary qualifications as Supervisory Realty Specialist, Appraiser, Facilitlas Master
Plans Officer, Environmental Planner.
¯ Over 10 years of broad-based management experience in real estate, land use planning, and
environmental crJmpliance fields with four federaI agencies.
¯ Track record of success in managing complex projects involving high expenditures of public
funds on controversial programs.
¯ Adept in applying negotiation skills and problem solving techniques to resolve conflicts and to
achieve optimum program success.
¯ Initiated the $12 billion Santa Anna P-.iver Flood Control Project and managed the $6 million
annual military recruiting station leasing program in Southern California as the Land Acquisition
manager for the Army Carps of Engineers,
¯ Currently manages a Federal land acquisition program ranging from $7-$40 mi}lion annually
with a $672,0~30 annual operating budget¯ The office has raspnnsibility for the Seruice’s realty
program in the Central Valley and San Francisco Bay Area. In fiscal years 96/97 the office
acquired 21 38 square miles of habitat in fee and uonservation easements within California.
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Stone Lakea National Wild[~’e Refitge Staff" Once these properties are acquired, the Stone Lakes
NV~R. staff wdl coordinate restoration work with Ducks Unlimited, which has a Iong-establlshed
track record in accomplishing restoration projects. The sta~; led by Project Leader Thomas E
Harvey, is currently managing nearly ~.,000 acres cf Service-owned land within the Refuge project
area

The Refuge is also pursuing cooperative agreements with a number of State and local agencies for
cooperative management of 5,20~3 acres of non-Service lands within the boundary. To date, the
Service has expended a total of $3.5 million of Federal, State, and private funds to acquire lands
from four willing sellers and has obtained over $1 million for the restoration, enhancement, and
management of 1,300 acres on the Refuge.

The Service is uniquely qualified to identify, acquire and m~age these lands in perpetuity
Certain portions of the work may be contracted, depending upon priorities and existing work
loads. There are no knovcn conflicts of interest with parties involved in this project.

Biosketch: Mr Thomas E. Harvey
¯ Has 16 years of experience ~ith the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
¯ Sewed in the capacities of refuge manager and/or biologist at three National Wildlife Refuges:
Don Edwards San Francisco Bay NWR, Hawaiian and Pacific Islands NWR. and Stone Lakes

¯ Has played a key role at Stone Lakes NWR in the acquisition and restoration of a number of
vital refiage properties and has helped direct the development ofirmovative partnerships with
local, State, and Federal agencies, and private organizations.
¯ Served for three years with the Service’s Sacramento Ecological Services Field Office, where he
gained first-hand knowledge of numerous issues affecting the biological resources of the Central
Valley and the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.
¯ Has working expertise with the procedures and challenges involved in planning new refuge
units, protecting significant acreages of land through acquisition, and performing management and
habitat improvements on newly-acquired properties.

Trltstfor Pobfic Land (TPL): This national, non-profit conservation organization has assisted
landowners, public agencies, land tr~sts, and others with the acquisition of thousands of acres of
land to protect habitat and open space for more than 25 yea~s TPL will assist in this project by:
I) purchasing willing seller option agreements or 2) purchasing and holding properties until
sufficient funding is available for its acquisition by the Service. It will also help by pursuing other
sources of funding to leverage a grant received from CALEED. Through these services, TPL will
provide ~n-kind contributions, including costs related to the land acquisition transactions and staff
time The Service is being assisted by Mr. Mike Reeves, Field Representative, who has completed
several land cnnsetwation transactions as part of TPL’s Rivers Program

Vll. Compliance with Standnrd Terms and Conditions
The U.S Fish and Wildlife Service, as federal agency acting as a representative of the public,
agrees to adhere to all standard terms and conditions identified and applicable to the type nf
project (real estate transaction) being proposed
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Appendix A

STONE LAKES
NATIONAL
WILDLIFE
REFUGE

PROJECT AREA
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service                            [ .....

I --008897
1-008897



Appendix B: Letters of Support

Attached please find letters of suppo~ f~cm the following organizations:

Ducks Unlimited/Western Regional Office
The Trust for Public Land
National Audubon Society/California Office
Central Valley Habitat Joint Vemure
Riparian Habitat .roint Venture
Sacramento Open Space
Sacramento Valley Open Space Conservancy
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DUCKS
5NLIMITED
INC.

June 24,1998

Cindy Darling, Restoration Coordinator
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth S~’eet, Room 1155
Sacramento CA 95814

Re: Stone Lakes NWR

Dear Ms. Darling:

Stone Lakes NWR is a new refuge near Sacramento that will protect a variety of
existing habitats, inctuding lakes, permanent and seasonal wetlands, riparian
forests, vernal pools, and grasslands. Funding for acquisition of properties
adjacent to parcels owned by the refuge will substantially extend the value of
habitat restoration projects and floodplain benefits in the area in addition to
expanding existing environmental education programs. Without these funds, the
Refuge risks I~sing the properties to other agricultural interests.

Ducks Unlimited, Inc. has been an active partner in the restoration of the Siena
Lakes NWR and lends its full support to this proposed project and the necessary
funding.

Sincerely,

Holly Hopkins Andree, Director
State & Federal Coordination

HHA:Ibj

cc: Tom Harvey
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T H E

TRUST
F O R

PUBLIC
LAND

.rune 26, 199g

CALFED Bay-Delta ProD’am
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1155
Sacramento, CA 9S814

Dear Mr. Snow:

The Trust for Public Land (TPL) ~upports the request for f~nding submitted by the U.S. F~sh and Wildlife
Service to tb.e CALFED Bay-Delta Program for the acquisition of floodplain habitat lands within the
Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge. TPL is working in collaboration with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service to secure critical properties for t~e protection of habitat and inclusion in the Refuge.

CALFED Bay-Delta funds will ba used to acquire propertie~ adjacent to other parcels already owned and
managed by the Refuge, thus 5ubstantinlly extending the value of habitat restoration and floodplain
benefits m the area. The Refuge is located within the Sacramento River-San Joaquin River Delta and the

broader efforts to protect Central Valley Habitat within the Pacific Flyway.

The properties provide significant habitat for many special status species, including the S~.cramento
split, all, Sacramento perch, giant garter snake, valley elderberry innghom beetle, Swainson’s hawk.s,
pereg~dne falcons, Aleutian Canada Geese, tadpole fa~ry shrimp, and many neotropical migrant species.
The habitat lands to be acquired also experienced flooding during the January 1997 storms.

TPL will ~sist the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the acquisition of these pmpertias by I) purchasing
option agreements or 2) buying and holding the properties until sufficient fimds are available. TPL will

protection goals of the Refuge and to leverage the CALFED Bay-Delta grit.’
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Mr. Lesler Sno~

June 26, 1998

The prope~ies are available from willing sellers for a limited titoe. Appraisals have been or are being
completed atthe landowners" request, and offers are pending. If fitods are not available soon, the Refuge
risk~ Iosing the properties to other agricultural interests, particularly vineyards,

We hope you will join us in supporting this critical conservation effort Thank you very much for your
consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Reed Holderman
Director, Western Region

co: Cindy Darling, CALFED Bay-Delta Program
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]ur~26, 1998

Ms. Cindy Darling
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
I416 Ninth Street, Roc~m 1155
Sacraraeato, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Darling:

The Trust for Pui~lic Land (TFL) supports the request for [’unding submitted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Semite to the CALFED Ba)’-1D~lta Program f~r :h~ a~quisition o[~ floodplain habitat lands within the
Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge. TPL is working in collaboration with the U.S, Fish and WildliFe
Sezx, ice ~ secure c~ifieal propenie~ for the pro~ealion ofhabim~ a~d Hclusion in the Refuge.

CALF£/3 Bay-Delta ~unds will be used to acquire properties call=cent to other p~¢els akeady owned and
managed hy the Bei’u pc. thus substantially e;~tend~ng the value of’habitat restoration m~d floodplain
I~enefit~ in th~ area, The Be.rage is located within the Sacramento River-San .¢oaquln River Deita and the
Cosumnes River floodplains, Habitat protection efforts within th~ Retiree area link and complement
broader efforts to pr¢~c~ Central Valle’/Habitat within the Pacifi¢ Flyway.

The properting provide sigaif~gant h~bltat for many special status species, including the Sacra~aente
splittail, Sacramento perch, gie~t gartac ~nake, valley elderbcrO, longhorn beetle, Swainson’s hawks.
peregrine fatcons, Aleutian Canada Geese, tadpole fairy shrimp, and mane/ncottopicaI migrant species.
"[’he b.ahitat lands so be acquired al~ experienced flooding during the 2aauat7 1997 storms_

TPL will assist the U.S. Fish and Wildlit;~ Service in the acquisition of’these pr~r~ies by I) purch~thg
option ag~reemenm or 2) bu~ing and holding ttxe properties until sufficient funds ere available, TPL will
also work ta secure the additional pubIic and private f~nding sourceg needed ~o complete the hat~i~,t
protection goals ofth¢ Refuge and ~ ]evgrgg~ the CALFED Bay-Delta #ant-
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Sizc~r~
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CENTRAL VALLEY HABITAT JOINT VENTURE
North American Waterfow~ Management Plan

June 26, [998

Ms. Cindy Darliag

1416 N~ Street, Suite i

D~ Ms. D~g:

~ St~ng L~gs N~onal Wiling Rg~g~’s C~FED r~ue~ for ~ ~ help a~uire
prop~ni~ ~ ~e ~g¢ projeot a~. ~e p~posal see~ appro~e~y $3.4 raison

a~ Io~ adjac~t to o~r p~cds o~ by
v~ue of ~bi~t ~omfion projec~ ~d flo~pl~
~t of acquisi~on by p~vat~ mdi~duals for ~g pu~oses ~ ~ n~ ~re, i£ not
protec~ ~iatdy.

Ston~ ~gs Natto~ Wil~ife Re~ Ioca~
Del~ ~d ~ Cos~es~ok~lu~e ~v~r flo~plains, offe~ ~bimt for a n~ber of
special s~s species such ~ th~ Sac~nm splimil, Al~uti~ Cma~ g~se,

critt~I ~bimt for ~ese ~d a myriad o~o~er species wi~in

~ ad~tio~ to ~bimt b~a~fi~, ~uisiti~a

house ~t ~uld r~ly be con~d to m ~enm[ educatio~ ~enter At pr~nt,
¯ e ~g~ ~ no on-site ~c/Ii~i~, ~d ~re is strong ~r~st i~ exp~ng outd~r
edu~uo~ prog~ng ~om ~e E~ Grove School Di~ct

Acquisition of ~es~ propeni~ would bu~d o~ fl~ Fish ~d Wildli~ S e~ice’s proven trek
record at ~g Re~, whe~ s~rong pa~ers~ps produce

Sincerdy,

Cl~inn~

cc: C~V M~agement Board
Tom Ha~ey, US~’S
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o~me 29.

C~ndy ~rting, ~estotat~on Coordina~r
G~FED ~,De[ta Pr~am
1’416 Ninth StrOe[; Room 1155

- Sacramento, OA ~814 .             "

~ear Ms. Dar

Th~ R~rian Habitat J~ in~ Venture (RHJV), ~. statewide:coope~alive
pa~ersh~ of Federal Slate ~d.¢on~e~at[on organizations whose common g~al
to protecL enhance ~nd restore d~dan ’~b[~tS for ~tiforhJa’s re~idont
migr~to~ birds, res~ec~ully requests flour supped ~rougn CALFEO ~n~ing
acquisition of 658 acre~ ~o enlarge Stone Lakes N~nal W~l~life ~efuge. Project
propo0ents are.working coo~ra, veyWth ~l~ng,~an~o~ers. T~us, it is e~r~me~y

natural habitats in the greater Sacramento

The RHJV has set an ambi~ous restoration go~: t~,do~ble existing ~nar~an
vegetation and ennance. 25 ~ercent of d~graded hab[~t ~n the state over the next t~-
years through ~oopeiatio~ w~th" nr~va~e and pu~i¢ land~ners: R~anan habitat
acquisition from wilting landowner~ at Stone Lakes NWR i9 inlegtal to he[~ing us meet
t~[~ goal.

Riparian ,woodlands in t~ arid West are among the richest hab~t~ for
breeding and wintering bird snecies, in th~ spring ~nd tall. these h&bitat$ ~ro~i~e
crucial refueling stopoffs for migr~ng laddb~r~. In California, over 135 ~pecies

prefe#e~tially, Many of these species ar~ already listed ~ threatened or endange~
¯ ~ ~n¢~de: SwainBon’s hawk_ yellow-billed cuck~ leasl Betl’$’v~reo an~ willow
flycatcher.

~No ecosystem ~s more essenlia~ to ~ su~ival of the s~te’s f~sh and wildl[f.e

America. 38%"of.:the re~tiles, 14% of the breeding bi~. SevenS-five speo~es of fish

Qual{ty- J 978).
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Ms. Cindy
June 29,1998
Page 2

The properties for which funds are being sought.are adjacent to the existing
Stor, e Lakes NWR boundar~ and thus, if acquired, wig provide an extensive block of
high euality habitat. The RHJV is particularly excited by this opportunity. Recent
data from a numoer of’regions suggest that many. if not. most p~pulations of area-
sens~tJve bird speoies that .occur on rr~nima~ly-sJzed h~bitat fragments, are not
producing young at a ra’~e tna! me,ones mortality, in the case ol bird conservation.
bigger .(habitat blocks) ~$ better.’ -

Thank you for this opportunity 10 express our suooort for this irnbortant
project. If you nee~ more ihformation, please do not hesitate to contact fhe.RHJV at
the letIerheed aooresa.

Sincerely,
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Nati0n  dubon SocietyCalifornia 555 Audubon Place
Sacramento, CA 9~825
(916) 481-5332
(9~6) 481-6~8 fax

Iune 29, 1998

Cindy D~ling, Res~oradon
C~ Bay-Delta
1416 Ninth S~e~t, R~m 1155 ’
Sacramento, CA 95814

De~ ~ Darling:

On behalf of Audubon’s 65,~ membe~ and 53 affiliated ~oca[ chapters in
~alif~mia, I Ns~t%lly request that you support CMFed eunding ef $3’ million
do~la~ for acquiNtion o~ 658 acrc~ ~om willing sellers by ~e ~i~ S~ Fish
~d Wildlife Semite (US~VS) at ~e Stone ~kes Nation~ Wildlife R~ge
(~). Yeur sup~ for these ~quisifion projec~ would e~sure protection of
~tal habitat for birds and o~her wildlife, and provi~ increased outd~r ed~a~on
oppo~uniti~ for m~y urban Californians.

B~aus~ of its proxi~ty to Sacr~ento, one of ~e largest metropolitan regions in
Calif~a, SI~� Lakes ~VR can se~,e
that will complement Audubon-CNifomia%
the citizens ~ California. One of the progenies which USeS can ~uire wi~
C~Fed fun~ng ~vould provide ~ ]de~ I~ation for a community en~,ironmen~l
education center; ex~ting f~ilifies at ~is site coul~ reality ~ conve~ed to an
educatinn ~nt~. Audu~n-Califomia h~ p~c~pated in ¢ve~ ~ual public
ed~afio~c~unity ou~each event at the Refuge: public ~up~ for, and intent
in, ~� Refuge continues to ~ow We
Refuge once a core ~ea is acquired alld ~e~ opened to the public ~n a yea-round

In ~Ntion. acquisition ~f the available pro~mes represents a prime op~nity
~or restoration o£ cdtica~ wrld~ife habitzt ~ the Sacramenlo-San 5oaqaln River Delta.
Audubon-California is p~scularly excited a~ut the potential for wetland, riparian
forest, and grassland restoration projecl$ 0~ ~ese pro~es. Re~t~ration of these
habita~ would in mm benefit many s~cial status bn~ sp~es, including the

neolropical ~gramry songbird~. Moreover, US~VS’ Concept Plan for WaleffowI
Winte~ng ~abimt Pr~erv~tion: Cereal Valley~ Calffo~a identifies these habita~

withi~ the Pacific Flyway,

CaIifomia’~ econo~c recove~ from the recent rece~xion has ~en a blessing for
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Daniel Taylor
Execuvv¢ Dir~tc¢
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,l~ 24, 1998

SnARe OF OIRE~O~S Cindy Darling, R~mtion C~rdimmr
C~D Bay-Delta Pro~

c~ ~o~ 1416 Nin~ S~t, R~
~ Sac~n~, CA 95814

Peter MO~ Re: Stone ~ Nafio~ Wildlife Re~ge CALFED Application

d~v ~ ~ Ms. D~ling:

G~ ~n~ ~c~enm ~ S~ce (SOS) is a 1~ nonprofi.t cifi~ ~I~t~r oration

P~ Cox for long m~ ~blic ~efit ~ough edu~on, vol~d~ ~d adv~. W~

~nda Hoffmaen actively sup~ ~e S~n¢ L~ Nafio~ Wil~ife Re~go
B~ce Kenne~ cm~nt of ~e ongoing effo~ to pro~t, pR~we ~d

Tong Mihanov(ch Sy8~ in ~e Sa~ento regis.
Ro~ S(o~ Re~ge’s cu~ent appli~tion for CA~ ~, in ~e mo~t of $3.1 milli~,
~ ~ ~ ~sist ~ ~� acquisition of Wo~ies ~om ~lling ~ll~s ~n ~e R~ge

~ it ~lops, ~e ~g* ~11 prowl ~ incr~ing v~e~ of e~sfing ~l~ble
~bim~ wMch ~ sup~ m~y s~ial s~s
~ Mgh restoration ~mndal.
adjacent m ~isting Re~ge l~, ~11 ~bs~tially incr.� ~ value of
pl~ Mbi~t r~tomtion effom and fl~plain
Re~g6’s l~afioa in ~e Sac~en~ loaquin River Delta ~d
Cosum~!Mo~lumne River fl~dplai~,
compimeat broader effor= to protect Cea~l Valley habitat w~ch is criti~l
to ~ suwival of ~e ~ter Bay-DelO ~osys~m.

~e Re~ge’s pl~ed pm~ acquisifi~ ~ll a~o allow for exp~i~ of
e~sfing ¢nviro~en~l education prog~, wMch is of ~n interest to SOS,
¯ e Elk Grove U~fied Sch~l Dis~ct, ~� Elk ~ov¢ Co~uni~ Sewices
Dis~ict and many others who work wi~ ~e Re~ge to help meet ~eir eduction
~d ~cr~tion goals.

~ ~e p~ies ~e c~¢ntly o~ed by willing sellers, units ~ R¢~ge is
able to acquire ~¢m s~n, ~ey ~y be lost ~ o~er agricul~ral inter~. .
Therefore, we ~ge you to place a high p~ori~ on g~ting th~ Re~ge’s
retest for

Sincerely,

President
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~. A~’RA MENTO VALLEY OPEN SPA CE CONSERVANCY
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Standard Form 424

APPLICATION FOR
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE       67,’=/~                           ~i~

~ " ~    Prepare marsh and implemenL nmrsh "
;~E: N/A restoration for 109 acres of diked bay-

72 acres of existing tidal marsh and

~885

~78,020
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The undersigned certifies, to the best o! his O~ her knowledge and belief, thai:

(1) No Federal aopropdated funds have been paid or wid be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person

As th~ authorized cettlfying official, I hereby certify that the abovs specified certifications are trua.

DATE
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Figure 2

Standard Form 424A

$ $ $
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Figure 2

Standard Form 424A (cont’d.)



]Figure 4

Standard Form 424C

BUDGE’F INFORMATION -- Construction Programs

510.uOfl ao

I09,270 .~

Mor~ico~ing 60,000 $ oo    $ .oo

878,020 ~ O0



Otter C~tliti~m; ALL TEP,2,{S .M’4D CONDI~’10NS AS I’F,R. ~,XP|RINC~
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"FILE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF MARIN COUNT~

Iune 25, 1998

Lester Snow
Called Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1155
Saeramemo, Ca 95814

Dear Mr. Suow:

The Matin County Board of Supervisors has formally supported and
continues to support the application by tee Matin Audubon Society for
funds to acquire, restore and protect lidal marsh and diked baylands
currently owned by Redwood Landfill in northeastern M~rin County.

Acquisition and protection of wetlands and historic baylands, and of
this site in particular, is a high priority for the Board. In addition to
benefiting the Petaluma watershed and the San Francisco Bay, this project
is a good example of a eool~mtive partnership between governmental
agencies and a non-profit organization to achieve positive environmental
goals.

Tt~e Marin Audubon Society has successfully implemented another
enhancement project on wetlands owned by the Matin County Open Space
District and another is planned for this summer. We would like to see
more such efforts.

We hope the application will be evaluated favorably.

Sincerely,

John Kress, President
Matin County Board of Supervisors

I --00891 7
1-008917



Fifth District Supervisor
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Sub.tee’: Petaluma Marsh Expansion Project - Mar’in Courtly

Deer Ms. Salzman,

The California Department of Tra~s;,ortaflo~, Caltrans, ~ writing th~s ~e~er in suppo~ of your project
for the restoratio~ of approximately 1~0 acr~ of d~ked marsh~an~ ~Jacent to ~he Petaluma River
M~tsh God,lax in Ma~n COun~y,

Cgltrans ~Jl~ suppo~$ this pmje~ ~n It~ enti~ty as It will restore t0 full tidaJ influen~ approximately
100 acres of land whtch w~ll, over time. b~ome habffel for salt m~mh hawest mo~e, Cal]f;rn~a
Draper Rail and m~y other animals ~nd b[~s ~ommonly f~und in Noah BRy ~ltmamh h~ffa~s.

Caltr~ will p~clpate in the ~lann ng, ~nding, constru=lon a~ monitoring Of this p~je~
of ~ts r~our~ agency ~mmitme~s ass~at~ with the seismic ratr~fi: and wldenlng of the
Sonom~ C~ek Bddge on Highway 37.

If you have ~y qu~t~ons, plebe call m~ ~t 510,286.5~1.

Th~nk y~.

Slnceraly,

HARRY Y. YAHATA
District Direolor’

Olstdct Branch Ohief
OfflC~ Of Environmemal Planning North
Biology Branch
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C.ALFED Bay-Delta P~ogram
1416 Ninth S~ee~ Sui~ 1155
Sacrament~, ~.A, 95814
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Trout Unlimitvd
of Callfornia

1998

828 Sen Pe~lo Am., #24~ Al!:a~y, C.A 94706-1603 . Pl~ona 510.528-.~90 ¯ F~.~ 510.528-7880

,o~ing and Impr~mg Yaer Fishing Fumr~
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A NON-PROFIT CITIZEN GROUP DEVOTED TO EDUCATION IN MARIN COUNTY ON ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERa.

June 2~, 1994

Cindy Darling
Called Bey-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: PETALUMA MARS}I EXPANSION PROJECT

Dear Ms Darling:

The Environmental Forum of Matin is pleased to write in support of the Matin Audubon
Society’s application for the Petaluma Marsh Expansion project.

It seems to us that this is exactly the type uf project Called should be funding. It will
remove levees that were constructed just 30 years ago. This will allow the tides to
inundate the site again, and naturally restore this histuric tidal marsh that once emsted
there¯ The project will benefit many fish and wildlife species that depemd on the
Petaluma Mm-sh, the waters of San Antonio Creek. the Petaluma Marsh and Petaluma
River watershed, and the Bay and Delta.

The Mm-in Audubon SncieL} has a wurthy history of implementing marsh enhancement

projects, and the list of partners is impressive.

We strongly urge funding for this worthy project.

Sirg~erely, ],

P~sident

Bringing Environme~t~taI Issues Into Focus
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Marin Baylands Advocates
P.O. B~ 41~, Larkspur, California

June 29, 1998

Lestez Snow, Executive Director
Calfed Bey-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street
Saceramento, CA 95814

This proejct will enhance the Petaluma River Watershed and will directly
benefit many species of native fish and birds. We believe this is an action

urge approval of funding.

Tiburon, CA 94920
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